In the title compound, C 5 H 4 BrNO, there are two molecules in the asymmetric unit that are related by a pseudo-inversion center. The two independent molecules are approximately planar, with an observed (ring-ring) angle of 5.49 (13) . The crystal structure exhibits a herringbone pattern with the zigzag running along the b-axis direction. The least-squares plane containing the rings of both asymmetric molecules and the plane containing the symmetrically related molecules make a plane-plane angle of 66.69 (10) , which makes the bend of the herringbone pattern. The bromo group on one molecule points to the bromo group on the neighboring molecule, with a BrÁ Á ÁBr intermolecular distance of 4.0408 (16) Å . The herringbone layer-to-layer distance is 3.431 (4) Å with a shift of 1.742 (7) Å . There are no short contacts, hydrogen bonds, or -interactions.
Related literature
For the synthesis of pyridine N-oxide-related compounds, see: Rousseau & Robins (1965) . For an example of the chemistry of the title compound and its use in catalysed cyclization of alkynyl oxiranes and oxetanes, see: Gronnier et al. (2012) .
Experimental
2.1. Crystal data 
À3
Data collection: CrystalClear-SM Expert (Rigaku, 2011) ; cell refinement: CrystalClear-SM Expert; data reduction: CrystalClear-SM Expert; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXT (Sheldrick, 2015a); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2014 (Sheldrick, 2015b); molecular graphics: OLEX2 (Dolomanov et al., 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: OLEX2. 
S1. Structural commentary
Details of the synthesis pyridine N-oxide related compounds appears in the literature Rousseau & Robins (1965) . The title compound is used in the catalyzed cyclization of alkynyl oxiranes and oxetanes Gronnier, et al. (2012) . The asymmetric unit of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . There are two molecules in the asymmetric unit that are related by a pseudo-inversion center. The inversion symmetry is broken by the nonplanar arrangement of the two molecules. The two independent molecules are found to be nearly planar with an observed twist angle of 5.49 (13) 
S2. Synthesis and crystallization
3-Bromopyridine N-oxide was purchased from Sigma-Aldrich and 0.10 g was dissolved in approximately 50 mL of methanol. Diffraction quality crystals were obtained by slow evaporation of the solvent.
S3. Refinement
H atoms were placed in calculated positions with C-H = 0.93Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
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Figure 1
The asymmetric unit of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
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